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1
BEVERAGE MAKER HAVING A LOCKABLE
ACTUATION ROD

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a National Stage of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/CH2011/000189, filed on Aug. 3,2010,
which claims priority from Swiss Patent Application No.
00508/10, filed on Apr. 8,2010, the contents of all of which
are incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a beverage maker which
has a vessel which is open at the top and a lid which covers the
vessel and has a removal opening. An actuation rod having a
preparation element attached to it, for example a mixing
element, a frothing element or a plunger filter, passes through
the lid and can be moved between a lower and an upper
position with respect to the lid. A closure closes the removal
opening in the lid in a closed position. The actuation rod is
locked in its lower position by the closure when said closure
assumes a retaining position.

PRIOR ART

The prior art discloses plunger-filter coffee makers (often
called “French presses”) from which the coffee can be imme-
diately drunk after it has been prepared. Cotfee makers of this
kind are supplied, in particular, by the Bodum® group under
the name “Travel Press”. A coffee maker of this kind is
disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,324,966. The coffee maker has a
vessel and a lid which covers the vessel at the top. A drinking
opening for the ready coffee is provided in the lid. A plunger
rod passes through the lid, with a fine-meshed plunger filter
being attached to the lower end of said plunger rod. The
plunger filter is pushed downward in the vessel by means of
the plunger rod in order to retain the spent cotffee grounds in
a region of the vessel close to the base after the brewing
process. To this end, a grip element is attached to the upper
end of the plunger rod. In one embodiment, a closure is
connected to the grip element in a pivotable and articulated
manner. In a lower position of the plunger rod in which it is
completely pushed in, the closure can be pivoted about a
horizontal axis between a closed position in which the drink-
ing opening is closed and an opening position in which the
drinking opening is open. In another embodiment, the closure
is connected directly to the lid in an articulated manner. The
lid has a casing wall with a drinking edge which makes it
possible to drink the ready coffee directly from the drinking
opening. In order to ensure that the grip element of the
plunger rod does not create any disturbance during drinking,
a recess which accommodates the grip element is formed in
the lid. In order to prevent the plunger rod sliding into the face
of the user during drinking, a releasable latching connection
can be provided between the grip element and the lid. In order
to release the latching connection, the user grasps the grip
element or, in the case of the corresponding embodiment, the
closure, which is connected to the grip element in an articu-
lated manner, in order to pull the grip element upward. How-
ever, this operation is somewhat complicated and not com-
pletely satisfactory in respect of hygiene.

The prior art also discloses other types of beverage makers
which, instead of plunger filters, have other types of prepara-
tion elements on an actuation rod, wherein the actuation rod
passes through a lid of the vessel. For example, U.S. Pat. No.
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2,162,348 discloses a beverage maker which has an actuation
rod in the form of a coarse-thread spindle which is guided in
a complementary internal thread in the lid of the beverage
maker. A grip element in the form of a grip knob is attached to
the upper end of the actuation rod in a rotatable manner. A
propeller-like mixing element is attached to the lower end of
the actuation rod in a rotationally fixed manner. The grip
element is alternately pulled upward and pressed downward
in order to actuate the mixing element. On account of their
threaded guidance, the actuation rod and the mixing element
execute a helical movement in this case, that is to say the
mixing element rotates and in the process simultaneously
moves upward or downward, in order to thoroughly mix the
contents of the vessel. In order to prevent the actuation rod
from slipping out when the beverage is poured, a closure is
provided on the lid, said closure closing a removal opening in
the lid in a closed position and opening the removal opening
in a retaining position and, at the same time, locking the grip
element in its lowermost position. To this end, the closure can
be horizontally displaced between the closed position and the
retaining position, wherein it engages over an annular flange
which is formed at the lower border of the grip element and
locks said annular flange against moving vertically upward in
the retaining position. However, if the grip element is not in its
lowermost position, the closure can nevertheless be actuated,
without the grip element being locked, and the actuation rod
can nevertheless slip out during pouring in the event of incor-
rect operation of this kind.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore an object of the present invention to specify
a beverage maker having a preparation element on an actua-
tion rod, in which the actuation rod can be locked in a simple
and reliable manner for the purpose of removing the bever-
age, and incorrect operations can be avoided.

The invention therefore specifies a beverage maker which
has:

a vessel which is open at the top;

a lid which covers the vessel and in which a removal

opening is formed;

an actuation rod which extends into the vessel through a
central passage opening in the lid and which defines a
longitudinal axis;

a preparation element which is attached to the actuation
rod, preferably to the lower end of said actuation rod,
inside the vessel;

a grip element which is attached to the actuation rod, pref-
erably to the upper end of said actuation rod, outside the
vessel and which, together with the actuation rod, is
movable between a lower position close to the lid and an
upper position remote from the lid, and

a closure which is connected in a movable manner to the lid
and which is movable between a closed position in
which the removal opening is closed and a retaining
position in which the removal opening is open.

The closure fixes the grip element in its lower position in
the retaining position. As a result, the actuation rod is effec-
tively locked. In order to achieve this fixing, the closure is
designed such that it is pivotable with respect to the lid
between the closed position and the retaining position about a
horizontal pivot axis which runs transverse to the longitudinal
axis. As a result, it is possible to design the closure such that
it can be pivoted into the retaining position only when the grip
element is in its lower position since, otherwise, the actuation
rod would get in the way. To this end, the closure can prefer-



US 9,107,541 B2

3

ably be pivoted over the grip element from the closed position
to the retaining position when the grip element is in or close
to its lower position.

The closure is preferably designed such that it at least
partially covers the grip element at the top in the retaining
position and as a result locks it. To this end, the grip element
can be designed to be asymmetrical with respect to the lon-
gitudinal axis, so that said grip element has a region close to
the axis and a region which projects from the region close to
the axis transverse to the longitudinal axis and faces away, for
example, from the removal opening of the lid in the retaining
position. This projecting region then preferably runs at a
distance from the lid (in particular from a top wall of the lid)
in the lower position of the grip element in order to make it
easier for the finger of a user to operate the grip element. The
closure then preferably at least partially covers the projecting
region of the grip element in the retaining position. However,
in other refinements, the closure can also cover, and thereby
fix, the grip element in another region, for example in a region
which is offset through approximately 90° about the longitu-
dinal axis in relation to the removal opening, or the closure
can clamp into the grip element at its radial outer face instead
of covering it.

Atleasta first latching structure is preferably formed on the
closure in order to latch the closure to the cover in a releasable
manner in the retaining position. The first latching structure
may be, in particular, a recess in the form of a latching notch
in the closure, which latching notch can be latched to a rear
border region of the lid in the retaining position.

In addition, preferably atleast a second latching structure is
formed on the closure in order to also latch the closure to the
lid in a releasable manner in the closed position. In this case,
it has proven expedient when the closure has a protruding
actuation region, and when the second latching structure is
formed by a portion of the actuation region which is bent
forward in the manner of a hook and which covers a front
border region of the lid in the closed position and latches with
said front border region in a releasable manner. The first
latching structure is then preferably formed in a rear portion
of'the actuation region which is closer to the longitudinal axis
than the second latching structure. In this case, the actuation
region extends substantially along a direction which faces
both upward and radially outward with respect the longitudi-
nal axis, that is to say obliquely upward, in the closed posi-
tion, and in the process rests against a casing wall of the cover
which at least partially surrounds a top wall of the lid. As will
be described further below, this casing wall can widen toward
the top and, by way of its front border region, form a drinking
edge. In embodiments of this kind, the second latching struc-
ture therefore latches with the front border region of the
casing wall when the closure is in the closed position, and the
first latching structure then preferably latches with a rear
border region of the casing wall, which is situated radially
opposite the front border region, when the closure is in the
retaining position.

The pivot axis preferably runs behind the longitudinal axis
as seen from the removal opening, that is to say it is at a
greater minimum distance from the removal opening than the
longitudinal axis. This facilitates design of the closure such
that it projects over the lid toward the rear by way of its
actuation region in the retaining position, so that it can be
easily released from the retaining position again. In addition,
this rearward arrangement of the pivot axis leads to the pivot
region of the closure being only very small when the actuation
rod is withdrawn, so that it is not possible to inadvertently
remove the beverage from the vessel when the actuation rod is
fully or partially withdrawn.
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The 1id is preferably designed such that it is possible to
drink the ready beverage directly through the removal open-
ing. To this end, the lid then has a drinking edge at least in a
front border region, said drinking edge being designed to
guide a beverage which can be removed through the removal
opening (which can then be called a drinking opening)
directly to the mouth by means of the drinking edge. The
drinking edge is preferably formed by the upper border of a
casing wall of the cover which widens toward the top, that is
to say therefore runs obliquely upward and outward, as has
already been described above. However, as an alternative, itis
also feasible for the lid to be designed in such a way that the
ready beverage can be poured out through the removal open-
ing. In this case, a lip-like spout is preferably formed on the
lid.

In order to ensure that the grip element does not create any
disturbance during drinking or pouring, a recess which at
least partially accommodates the grip element in the lower
position of the grip element is formed in the lid (preferably in
the top wall of the 1id). In the case of the asymmetrical design
of the grip element having a projecting region specified
above, this region then preferably projects out of the recess in
order to facilitate operation of the grip element. A peripheral
seal can optionally additionally be formed on the grip element
and/or on the recess in order to seal the grip element with
respect to the recess. A peripheral seal is preferably likewise
present between the vessel and the cover, so that the entire
beverage maker is closed off in a liquid-tight manner in the
closed position of the closure.

The closure preferably has a substantially rigid support and
a closure body which is connected to said support and can
project, for example, into the removal opening or can rest on
the cover so as to surround the removal opening and, in the
process, closes the removal opening in a sealing manner. In
particular, this closure body can be produced from a softer
material than the support and, for example, be injection-
molded onto the support in a two-component injection-mold-
ing process. The support preferably has two arms which are
guided from the closure body past the passage opening (and
therefore the actuation rod) on both sides and of which the
free ends are connected to the lid in a pivotable manner in the
region of the pivot axis. A spring element can also be formed
on the support (or on the lid) at a distance from the closure
body, said spring element acting on the closure in the direc-
tion to the retaining position by way of a spring force in the
closed position. This facilitates pivoting of the closure from
the closed position to the retaining position after the latching
connection between the second latching structure and the lid
is released. This spring element can likewise be produced
from a softer material than the support, in particular from the
same material as the closure body, and can be injection-
molded on the support together with said closure body.

The beverage maker can be provided, in particular, in the
form of a mixing apparatus for preparing mixed milk bever-
ages, for example cocoa, or beverages made from soluble
powders, for example soluble coffee or soluble mixed coffee
beverages such as cappuccino blends. To this end, the actua-
tion rod can be in the form of a coarse-thread spindle with an
external thread, and an internal thread which complements
the external thread can be formed in the passage opening in
the lid. The internal thread can be formed, in particular, in a
region of the lid which serves as a bearing sleeve. This region
is preferably formed beneath the abovementioned recess for
(partially) accommodating the grip element. The coarse-
thread spindle has a thread pitch which is large enough that a
force which acts along the longitudinal axis leads to a torque
about the longitudinal axis in such a way that, as a result, the
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coarse-thread spindle is made to rotate while at the same time
moving upward or downward. To this end, the coarse-thread
spindle preferably has a ratio of thread pitch P to diameter D
of P/D>5. Tt can have one turn or several turns and preferably
has three turns.

In order to ensure that the grip element does not rotate
together with the actuation rod during the helical movement
of said actuation rod, the grip element is preferably attached
to the actuation rod such that it is rotatable about the longi-
tudinal axis.

The preparation element is preferably a mixing or stirring
element which is rigidly connected to the actuation rod and
has at least one mixing arm which extends outward from the
threaded spindle transverse to the longitudinal axis, prefer-
ably at least two, in particular three, such mixing arms which
can be arranged in the manner of a propeller and are each
inclined at a setting angle to the horizontal. It goes without
saying that other types of mixing or stirring elements are also
possible.

As an alternative, the preparation element can also be a
plunger with a fine-meshed screen which extends transverse
to the longitudinal axis. In this case, the beverage maker can
be in the form of, for example, a plunger-filter coffee maker,
in particular in the form of a “travel mug”, or else as a milk
frother. Depending on the application, the actuation rod can
be designed as a simple plunger rod or as a threaded spindle.
Other types of preparation elements, for example in the form
of'a whisk with wire loops, are likewise possible.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Preferred embodiments of the invention will be described
below with reference to the drawings which serve merely for
illustrative purposes and are not to be interpreted as being
restrictive. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of a beverage maker
according to the invention in line with a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 shows a central longitudinal section through the
beverage maker of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 shows a perspective view of the beverage maker in
which the closure can be seen in its closed position;

FIG. 4 shows a perspective view of the beverage maker in
which the closure can be seen in its retaining position; and

FIG. 5 shows a central longitudinal section through the lid
region of a beverage maker according to the invention in line
with a second embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIGS. 1 to 4 illustrate a beverage maker according to the
invention in line with a first embodiment. The beverage maker
comprises a double-walled vessel 10 which is composed of a
transparent plastic, having an outer base 11, an inner base 12,
an outer side wall 14 and an inner side wall 15. The inner base
12 rests on the outer base 11 in an annular connection region
13. The outer side wall 14 and the inner side wall 15 are
connected to one another, in particular welded to one another,
in their upper border region. A collar 16 which is composed of
a relatively soft material, for example silicone rubber, is situ-
ated in a slight recess in the outer side wall 14 on the outer face
thereof and surrounds the outer side wall 14 in this region. An
internal thread 17 for connecting the vessel 10 to the lid 20 is
formed in an upper edge region of the inner side wall 15.

The 1id 20 has a peripheral casing wall 21 which widens
toward the top. The casing wall extends further upward in a
front border region, which forms a drinking edge 26, than in
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a rear border region 27. The casing wall 21 surrounds a top
wall 22 in which a removal opening which serves as a drink-
ing opening 29 adjoins the front region of the casing wall. An
external thread 23 which engages in the internal thread 17 of
the vessel 10 is formed on the outer face of the casing wall 21
beneath the top wall 22. A sealing ring 18 seals the lid 20 with
respectto the vessel 10. A recess 24 for accommodating a grip
element 45, which will be described in greater detail below, is
formed in the top wall 22. A guide sleeve 25 is formed beneath
the recess, said guide sleeve serving to guide an actuation rod
in the form of a threaded spindle, which will be described in
greater detail below, and to this end has an internal thread. In
this case, the guide sleeve 25 delimits a vertical passage
opening for the threaded spindle 41.

The threaded spindle 41 is part of a mixing unit 40 and
defines a vertical longitudinal axis [ by way of its longitudi-
nal direction. On its outer face, said threaded spindle has a
coarse thread with several turns (in this case three turns), the
ratio of the thread pitch to the diameter being considerably
more than 5 in this case. The internal thread of the guide
sleeve 25 is accordingly designed to complement this coarse
thread. At its lower end, the threaded spindle 41 is fixedly
connected to a mixing element 42 in the form of a three-blade
propeller. A securing nut 43 is screwed onto the lower end of
the threaded spindle 41 and fixes the mixing element 42 to the
threaded spindle. The securing nut 43 can be detached for
cleaning purposes. As a result, the mixing element 42 can be
removed from the threaded spindle 41. At its upper end, the
threaded spindle 41 is connected to a grip element 45 in a
rotatable manner. To this end, the grip element 45 is seated on
a bushing 44 which is attached to the threaded spindle 41 in a
rotatable manner. The grip element 45 is asymmetrical, hav-
ing a rotationally symmetrical central region which widens
slightly toward the top and is close to the axis, and a grip
region 46 which projects from said region transverse to the
longitudinal axis [ and facilitates operation of the grip ele-
ment 45. At its free end, the grip region 46 is angled slightly
downward.

The mixing unit 40 can be moved up and down in relation
to the lid 20 with the aid of the grip element 45. In this case,
the threaded spindle 41 is guided in the guide sleeve 25 in
such a way that it executes a helical movement about the
longitudinal direction when it is pushed or pulled along the
longitudinal direction. As a result, the mixing element 42 also
executes a helical movement, that is to say a superimposition
from a translation along the longitudinal axis and a rotation
about the longitudinal axis. Since the grip element 45 is
attached to the threaded spindle 41 in a rotatable manner, the
grip element 45 does not need to execute the rotary movement
as well and can be guided by the user with any desired orien-
tation in relation to the vessel 10 and lid 20.

In its lowermost position, the grip element 45 is partially
accommodated in the recess 24 in the lid 20 when the pro-
jecting grip region 46 extends in a radial direction which faces
away from the drinking opening 29. In this case, the grip
region 46 runs at a distance from the top wall 22 of the lid
which runs downward in a pre-curved manner in this region.
In order to pull the grip element 45 out of the recess 24 again,
the grip element 45 can, as a result, be readily grasped in the
grip region 46 from below by a finger of the user and pulled up
again.

A closure 30 is connected to the lid 20 in an articulated
manner such that it can pivot about a horizontal pivot axis S
(FIG. 3). The pivot axis S runs close to the center but on a side
of'the longitudinal axis I which faces away from the drinking
opening 29. The closure 30 comprises a support 34 which is
composed of a dimensionally stable material and has a clo-
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sure body 32 (FIG. 4), which is composed of a relatively soft,
elastically deformable material, formed on its lower face by
means of a two-component injection-molding process. A
spring element 36 (FIG. 4) which is composed of the same
elastically deformable material is also formed on the lower
face of the support 34 at a distance from the closure body 32,
said spring element being connected to the closure body 32 by
means of a material bridge and serving to subject the closure
to the action of a spring force slightly toward the top in the
position shown in FIG. 3. The support 34 has two arms which
extend from the closure body 32, in each case by a quarter of
a circle in the horizontal, about the longitudinal axis [. when
the closure is in the position shown in FIG. 3. The free ends of
the arms are in each case connected to the lid by means of two
laterally protruding pin regions such that they can pivot about
the pivot axis S. The support also has a protruding actuation
region 31 which projects obliquely forward and upward from
the remainder of the support in the position shown in FIG. 3
and rests against the casing wall 21 of the lid 20. A hook-like
structure 33 is formed at the free end of the actuation region
31, said hook-like structure projecting over the drinking edge
26 in the position shown in FIG. 3 and establishing a releas-
able latching connection with the drinking edge 26. As a
result, the closure can be secured to the lid in a releasable
manner in the position shown in FIG. 3. The closure body 32
closes the drinking opening 29 in this position. This position
is therefore called the closed position in the text which fol-
lows. Two flank regions 28 of the lid 20 laterally flank the
closure 30 in this position.

In the lower position of the mixing unit 40, that is to say
when the grip element 45 is in the recess 24, the closure 30 can
be pivoted from the closed position to a retaining position
which is illustrated in FIG. 4. In this case, the closure 30 is
pivoted over the grip element 45. In the retaining position, the
closure 30 opens the drinking opening 29 and at the same time
fixes the mixing unit 40 in such a way that it cannot move
upward out of the lower position. To this end, the closure 30
covers the projecting grip region 46 of the grip element 45 in
the region of its free end which is angled downward. To this
end, the support 34 of the closure 30 is provided with a bevel
37 (FIG. 3) on its side which is averted from the closure body
32. The closure 30 is latched to a rear border region 27 of the
casing wall 21 of the lid in this position. To this end, a latching
notch 35 is formed on the actuation region 31 of the closure
30, said latching notch being situated closer to the pivot axis
S than the hook-like structure 33 on account of the slightly
decentralized arrangement of the pivot axis S.

In order to prepare a beverage, the user fills the open vessel
10 with the ingredients, in the case of soluble coffee, for
example, with soluble coffee powder to which further ingre-
dients such as milk powder and sugar may be added if desired,
and pours water or another liquid, for example milk, onto
them. Said user then places the lid 20 onto the vessel 10 and
screws it tightly into the vessel 10. The user now operates the
grip element 45 and moves the mixing unit 40 up and down.
As aresult, the threaded spindle 41 and the mixing element 42
perform the abovementioned helical movement and thereby
thoroughly mix the ingredients of the beverage. In this case,
the closure 30 is in the closed position in order to prevent the
beverage from splashing out. In order to then drink the bev-
erage, the user moves the mixing unit 40 to its lower position
and pivots the closure 30 to the retaining position, initially
assisted by the spring element 36. In the retaining position,
the closure 30 locks the mixing unit 40 in the lower position.
The user can now conveniently drink the beverage via the
drinking opening 29 and the drinking edge 26 without being
impeded by the mixing unit 40 in the process and without
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there being a risk of the mixing unit 40 suddenly slipping out
of the lid. In the process, the double-walled design of the
vessel helps the beverage retain its temperature over a rela-
tively long period of time.

FIG. 5 illustrates a second embodiment of the invention
which represents a variant of the first embodiment. In this
case, identically acting parts are provided with the same ref-
erence symbols as in FIGS. 1-4. This embodiment differs
from the first embodiment in that the grip element 45 has a
peripheral sealing element 47 in the form of an O-ring in its
region close to the axis, said sealing element, together with
the recess 24, creating a seal between the grip element 45 and
the lid 20.

It goes without saying that a large number of modifications
are possible without departing from the scope of the inven-
tion, and the invention is in no way restricted to the above
exemplary embodiments.

Therefore, in particular, the vessel does not have to be
double-walled and/or transparent. The lid does not have to be
designed such that it is possible to drink directly from the
vessel, but rather can also be designed for pouring the bever-
age. The vessel can be provided with a handle, for example. A
large number of other types of closure are possible without
the fundamental manner of operation of the closure having to
be changed. In particular, it is feasible here for the closure to
be connected to the lid in an articulated manner only on one
side of the longitudinal axis, and therefore the closure can
have an asymmetrical basic shape. The closure body can
likewise be of different design and, for example, form a
peripheral sealing lip which surrounds the removal opening.
The preparation unit can have different preparation elements
to the propeller-like mixing element illustrated here, for
example a screen element, a wire loop arrangement etc. The
grip element of the preparation unit and the recess in the lid
for accommodating said grip element can have various dif-
ferent shapes. In this case, the grip element can be fixed in a
lateral region which is offset by less than 180° from the
removal opening, instead of in a rear region which is averted
from the removal opening. A large number of further modi-
fications is possible.

List Of Reference Symbols

10 Vessel

11 Outer base

12 Inner base

13 Connecting region
14 Outer side wall
15 Inner side wall
16 Collar

17 Internal thread
20 Lid

21 Casing wall

22 Top wall

23 External thread
24 Recess

25 Guide sleeve

26 Drinking edge
27 Rear edge region
28 Flank region

29 Drinking opening
30 Closure

31 Operating region
32 Closure body

33 Hook-like region
34 Support

35 Latching notch
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36 Spring element
37 Bevel

40 Mixing unit

41 Threaded spindle
42 Mixing element
43 Securing nut

44 Bushing

45 Grip element

46 Grip region

47 Sealing element

The invention claimed is:

1. A beverage maker having:

a vessel which is open at the top;

a lid which covers the vessel and in which a removal

opening is formed;

an actuation rod which extends into the vessel through a

passage opening in the lid and which defines a longitu-
dinal axis;

apreparation element which is attached to the actuation rod

inside the vessel;

a grip element which is attached to the actuation rod out-

side the vessel and which, together with the actuation
rod, is movable between a lower position close to the lid
and an upper position remote from the lid, and

aclosure which is connected in amovable manner to the lid

and which is pivotable with respect to the lid between a
closed position in which the removal opening is closed
and a retaining position in which the removal opening is
open about a horizontal pivot axis which runs transverse
to the longitudinal axis,

wherein the grip element is fixed in its lower position in the

retaining position of the closure,

wherein at least a first latching structure is formed on the

closure in order to latch the closure to the lid in a releas-
able manner in the retaining position,

wherein the closure has a closure body for closing the

removal opening,
wherein the closure has two arms which are guided from
the closure body past the passage opening on both sides
and of which the free ends are connected to the lid in a
pivotable manner in the region of the pivot axis, and

wherein the pivot axis is at a greater distance from the
removal opening than the longitudinal axis.

2. The beverage maker as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
closure is pivotable over the grip element from the closed
position to the retaining position, when the grip element is in
its lower position.
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3. The beverage maker as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
closure at least partially covers the grip element at the top in
the retaining position.

4. The beverage maker as claimed in claim 3, wherein the
grip element has a region close to the axis and a region which
projects from the region close to the axis transverse to the
longitudinal axis, and wherein the closure at least partially
covers the projecting region of the grip element in the retain-
ing position.

5. The beverage maker as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
first latching structure comprises a latching notch which can
be latched to a rear border region of the lid in the retaining
position.

6. The beverage maker as claimed in claim 1, wherein at
least a second latching structure is formed on the closure in
order to latch the closure to the lid in a releasable manner in
the closed position.

7. The beverage maker as claimed in claim 6, wherein the
closure has a protruding actuation region, and wherein the
second latching structure is formed by a portion of the actua-
tion region which is bent in the manner of a hook and which
covers a front border region of the 1id in the closed position
and latches with said front border region in a releasable man-
ner.

8. The beverage maker as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
lid has a drinking edge in a front border region, said drinking
edge being designed to guide a beverage which can be
removed through the removal opening directly to a mouth of
a user by means of the drinking edge.

9. The beverage maker as claimed in claim 1, wherein a
recess is formed in the lid, said recess at least partially accom-
modating at least a region of the grip element, which region is
close to the axis, in the lower position of the grip element.

10. The beverage maker as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
actuation rod is in the form of a threaded spindle with an
external thread, and an internal thread which complements
the external thread is formed in the passage opening of the lid.

11. The beverage maker as claimed in claim 10, wherein
the grip element is attached to the actuation rod such that it is
rotatable about the longitudinal axis.

12. The beverage maker as claimed in claim 10, wherein
the preparation element is in the form of a mixing element
having at least one stirring arm which extends outward from
the actuation rod transverse to the longitudinal axis.
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